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ILUUNTY:  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
7 r /  v - ~ R - t f - : - = , a 7 / ~ *  I ENTPY h I ~ # . . m c s  I n. -- I 

The Lyceum . . 
AND/OR HISTORIC:  

. Y E .  - I . ., . - v n  l C 

1 (TyFe 'a11 entries - cornpfete nppfiJahfer sections) 
5/ ?- :, 7/& 

1. NAME ' / / - 
I COMMON: 

201 South Washington 
C l T Y  OR TOWN: 

a 
/. 

District 9 Building @ Pubiic Public Acquisifion: Occupied n yes: 

Site n StrucPure 0 Private In  Process c] Unoccupied Restricted C 
Both 0 Being Considered Ci Praservotion work 

Object 
Unrestricted 

in  progress N ~ :  E3 

P R E S E N T  U S E  (Check One or  nrore a s  Appropriate) ----- 
Agricultural Govermlent 0 Park Transportation El Comments I-! 
Commarciol Industrial 0 Private Residence Other (Spacffy) & 
Educational n Military Relkious 17 Vacant 

I Entortoinment Museum . 0 Scientific 0 .  
1 

. OWNEROFPROPERTY - i OWNERS NAME: 

[ E s t a t e  Of Maurice D. Rosenberg 
S T R E E T  AND NUMBER:  

S T A T E :  
I 

D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia .08 

-- -- 
~ O U R T H O U ~ E :  <~GIS:RY O F  CEEDS E T C :  5' u. } Clerk  of  t h e  Court .  Alexandria C i t y  Hal l  1' 1 S T R E E T  AND NUMBER: I 

-and Cameron S t r e e t s  
S T A T E  

Vixgin ia  
O F  N O W I N A T E D  P R O P E R T Y .  115 a c r e  -- 

SURVEYS 
- -- 

~ T I T L E  O F  S U R V E Y :  

H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey 
D A T E  O F  S U R V E Y :  1941 Federol E, Sfote u County C] Local 

DEPOSITORY F O R  SURVEY RECORDS: 

L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
S T R E E T  AND N U M P E R '  . 

C l T Y  OR TOWN: 
I, K 

Washington D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia ;: 
-L 4 

E z  
I 

: ," c 
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INTEGRITY 
--- - 

G l N A L  (11 known) P H Y S I C A L  

The Lyceum is  a Greek Revival two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  faced wi th  
scored s tucco .  The p r i n c i p a l  facade is composed of t h r e e  widely spaced 
bays separa ted  by p i l a s t e r s ;  t h e  c e n t r a l  bay has a  p r o j e c t i n g  two-story 
pedimented t e t r a s t y l e  Doric por t i co .  The s i d e s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  have 
pedimented gab le  ends wi th  p i l e s t e r s  s e p a r a t i n g  the  bays. The recessed  
f r o n t  door i s  framed by two Doric p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a f u l l  Doric 
e n t a b l a t u r e  w i t h  t r i g l y p h s  and metopes which surrounds t h e  bu i ld ing .  The 
r e a r  facade  f e a t u r e s  a shal low one-story e l l  wi th  a  l a t e r  one-s tory  wooden 
porch. 

Unfortunately l i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  woodwork remains as the  i n s i d e  was much 
a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  ea r ly - twen t i e th  cen tu ry ;  however, the  s t a i r c a s e  is i n t a c t .  
The o r i g i n a l  arrangement o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  is known through a d e s c r i p t i o n  
by Benjamin Hallowell ,  t he  founder of the  Lyceum. At p r e s e n t ,  t h e  bu i ld in  
is abandoned and i s  badly d e t e r i o r a t e d .  
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SIGNIFICANCE , ,. . .. . . -- 
P E R I O D  (check One orMors as AppmprinIuJ 

Pra-Columbion 16th Century n 18th Century 0 B t h  Century C3 
15th Century U 171h Century C:I 19th Csntury 

-- 
S P E C I F I C  D A T E I S I  (l(Appllcnb1e ondKnosunJ - 
r n ~ ~ s  OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Check On0 ( I ~ M O I C  01 APPC)PI;II,C) 

Aboriginal Educotibo PI Political  ban Planning C I 
Prehistoric Engiwering El Religion/Phi- Other (SpeciryJ w8 
uisto. ic  tndurtry C? I O . . ~ ~ ~  0 A d f t e c f u r e  

Agriculture Invention i l l Science ' 

Art L O ~ ~ S C Q ~ ~  ScuIptura 0 
0 Commerce Architecture 0 Sociol/Humon- 

Communications Literature itorion 

Conservation Militory Themtar 0 
Music 0 Transportation O 

STATEMENT O F  SIGNIF ICANCE (Include P s r s o n e ~ e e .  Daloa, Events. Etc.) 

The Lyceum w a s  founded by Benjamin Hallowell i n l 8 3 4 ' a s  a  s o c i e t y  f o r  
s c h o l a r l y  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Alexandria.  The meetings of t h e  
Lyceum were first he ld  i n  Hal lowel l ' s  school ,  b u t  h e s o o n  purchased 
a l o t  on which he had e r e c t e d  the  p resen t  bu i ld ing  a s  headquar ters  f o r  
t h e  s o c i e t y .  The a c t u a l  d a t e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is u n c e r t a i n ,  but  i t  i s  
thought t o  have been b u i l t -  1837. The b u i l d i n g  a l s o  provided 
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  Alexandria Library  Company, founded i n  1749 a s  the  
c i t y ' s  f i r s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  the  advancement o f  l ea rn ing .  
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The Lyceum continued as an  important  and va luab le  i n s t i t u t i o n  u n t i l  i t s  
a c t i v i t i e s  were d i s r u p t e d  by the  C i v i l  War. A f t e r  the  war the  Lyceum 
was d i s so lved  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was converted i n t o  a handsome res idence  
by John B. Dangerf ield f o r  h i s  daughter ,  Mary. 
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  Lyceum b u i l d i n g  is  a n  unusual ly  f i n e  example of 
t h e  monumental Greek Revival s t y l e  i n  Virg in ia .  I t  i s  a r a r e  su rv iv ing  
s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  f o r  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  func t ion  t o  house important  l o c a l  
c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
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9 .  MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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1 0 .  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ' 1  " .' . . 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission ' ,  ." ' ' .I May 22 ,' 1969 
S T R E E T  AND NUMBER: 

.::.. ' ,  

- 
0 

I forth by the National Pork Service. The  recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prescrvvlion 

level  of significance of this nomination is: I 

- 
L A T I T U D E  AND L O N G I T U D E  COORDINATES 

D E F l N l N t  A R E C T h N G L E  LOCAT1N0 T H E  P R O P E R T V  

89-665). 1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the  National Register and certify that i t  has  been 

evaluated ;~ccordinz to  the  criteria and procehres  s e t  

I National I 
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Room 1116, N i n t h S t r e e t  S t a t e  Off i c e  Building 

Register. 

L I S T  A L L  S T A T E S  AND COUNTIES FOR P R O P E R T I E S  O V E R L A P P ~ N G  S T A T E  OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

. . .  ' !  

L A T I T U D E  

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 . 
0 

0 . 
* -- 

. 
L A T l T U O E  A N D  LONGlTUOE CDOROIPIA r C S  

D E F I N I N G  THE C E N T E R  P O I N T  O F  A PROPERTY 

. ,  OF L E S ~  T R ~ N  qL/€ &'CAB . . 

S T A T E :  

STATE: 

S T A T E :  

CODE 1 COUNTY: 

. .. .. . .. .. . . .  . 

z 

F I  ? )3k*a-& ,Afh.  Name - 
J \ 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chagrman 

Title 
V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comm. 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutas Seconds 
0 

D ' :.,-. 
0 

0 ' . 

L A T I T U D E  

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
380 48 - 31- 

COOS - 

CODE - 
CODE - 

CODE - 

Date 

ATTEST: 

5 / 1 3 i ~ 4  
 ate May 2 L1969 

LONOITUDE 

Degrees hlinuter Seconds 
77 o 02 . 52 - 

..: :. .,. 

... . :: ..;,...... ,: ;,.' .. .. . 5s\, F O R M  p ~ E p ~ R c D e y : . . :  . . ,  : .", : i:..:.;.....::. .,..: ~ :.. , . . . , . . . . ~ . .  . ~. . . . . 

NAME AND TITLE: 

S t a f f ,  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conunission, James W .  Moody, Jr . ,  Di rec to r  
ORCINLZAT1ON I D A T E  

C I T Y  on TOWN: 

Richmond 

- 
Keeper of T h e  at ianol  Rce#ster  

Gate 5/27 Lq 

S T A T E  
Cn C Virg in ia  

12. STATE L I A I S O N  O F F I C E R  CERTIFICA'IION I NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 
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S T A T E  

Virg in ia  
C O U N T Y  

Alexandria  ( i n  c i t .'I 
F O R - N S S E  ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R  D A T E  -- 

- - - -- .- - 

, 

(Number a11 antrlse) 

6. V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Report ik100-91 
1968 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  .Office Building 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 Code: WLr 



I ~ o r r n  10-301 U N I T E D  STATES DFPARTMENT O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R  S T A T E  

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL P A R K  S E R V I C E  
V i rg in i a  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES C O U N T Y  

Alexandria  ( i n  c i t . )  
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS U S E  O N L Y  

(Type a11 entries - attach to or enclo.se with map) L N T R V  NV.ARTR - - - D A T F  

P. NAME 
A-p--- 

The Lyceum 
A N D / O R  HlSrORtC:  The Lyceum 

2. LOCATION 
I S T R E F T  AND NVM BE*. 

201 South Washington 
C l T I  OR TOWN: I------ I 
- Alexandria  
STATE: 

V i r g i n i a  
(3. MAP REFERENCE , 

SOURCE. 

U.S.G.S. 7 % ' ,  quadrangle Alexandria ,  Va.-D.C.-Md. 
. 1:24000 

IDATE 1965 
4. REQIJIREMENTS 

TO B E  l N C L U D E D  ON A L L  M A P S  

1. Property broundarios where required. 

2. North orrow. 

3. Latotuds and longitude reference. 

----- 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O F  THE I N T E R I O R  

N A T I O N A L  P A R K  SERVICE V i rg in i a  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Alexandria  ( i n  c i t . )  -- 

PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR N P S  U S E  O N L Y  

ENTRY NUMBER D A T E  
(Type all entries -at tach to or enclose with photograph) I 

I 
[l. NAME 

COMMON The Lyceum 
A N D / O R  n t s r o R l c  The Lyceum 

2. LOCATION -- 
I k l n ~ ~ r  A N D  NUMBER 

South Washington 
C l T Y  O H  TOWN: 

E G ~ T I V E  F ~ L E D  A T  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Richmond. V i r ~ i n i a  

D E S C R I B E  V I E W  D I R E C T I O N .  E T C  








